REGULAR SESSI ON

August 14, 2025

The Council of the Gty of Chardon nmet in Regul ar Session Thursday
, August 14, 2025 at 6:21 p.nm. in Council Chanbers of the Chardon
Muni ci pal Center.

Chri stopher Grau, Mayor & President of Council presiding.
The neeting opened with the pledge of allegiance and roll call.

Menbers of Council present: Andrew Bl ackl ey, Deborah Chuha,
Chri stopher Gau, David Lel ko, Kyle Martin, Heather Means, Dani el
Mel eski .

Menbers of Council absent: none.

O hers Present: City Manager Randy Sharpe, City Manager Benjamn
Young, Finance Director Mark lacofano, Law Director Benjamn
Choj nacki, Cerk of Council Any Day, Police Chief Scott N ehus,
Public Service Director Paul Hornyak, Community Devel opnent
Adm ni strator Steve Yaney, John Slayter, Loudan Klein, Rad
Schneider, Richard Dietz, Jody Byler, Ryan Sonmers, Susan Parker,
M chelle Urban, Nancy Sharpe, Noah Chadw ck, Allison W]Ison,
Mel i ssa Ricco, David Allen, John Eltzroth, Peter Byrnes, Elisabeth
G edt, Mitt WIson, Rebecca Bennett, Cameron Bennett, Jack
Bennett, Don Powers, M chael Jones, Jack Straka.

APPROVAL COF M NUTES

M's. Chuha noved and M. Mel eski seconded to approve the m nutes of
the July 10, 2025 public hearing (6:15 p.m), July 10, 2025 public
hearing (6:20 p.m) and July 10, 2025 Regular Session as
pr esent ed.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.
RESOLUTI ON NO. 15-25

A RESCLUTI ON OF APPRECI ATI ON FOR RANDAL B. SHARPE was read for the
first tinme inits entirety.

M. Meleski noved and Ms. Means seconded the rules be suspended
and the Resolution be read for the second and third tine by title
only. Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Resol ution No. 15-25 was then read for the second and third tine
by title only.

M. Meleski nmoved and Ms. Chuha seconded for the adoption of
Resol ution No. 15-25.

Menmbers of Council spoke about M. Sharpe’s contributions to the
community and t hanked himfor his service.

M. Sharpe thanked Council, Cty staff and his famly for their
support over his career, and reflected on his tine wrking for the
Cty.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.



MANAGER S REPORT

M. Sharpe reported that the 2025 Sidewal k Infill and Mai ntenance
Programis tenporarily on hold pendi ng Karvo finishing the concrete
wor k on North Hanbden Street as part of the State Route Resurfacing
Proj ect.

M. Sharpe reported that the pre-construction neeting for the 2025
Street Mintenance Program was held on 8/6/2025. The start date
for the work is tentatively 8/ 18/ 25 and should conclude within a
week.

M. Sharpe reported that the proposal for the concept design of
t he Chardon Pocket Park with OHM has been signed. The proj ect
ki ck-off neeting has been schedul ed, followed by a topographic
survey.

M. Sharpe reported that MGath Human Resources Goup was
contracted to perform a conpensation and benefit study for the
Cty. Enpl oyees have conpl et ed position description q
uestionnaires and Departnent Heads have reviewed and provided
feedback on those questionnaires. Concurrently wth the
questi onnai res bei ng conpl eted, MG ath HR G oup has been conpiling
mar ket data from conparable comunities for the conpensation
anal ysi s.

M. Sharpe reported that the .gov Domain Mgration Project has
been conpl eted by | SSQUARED. Everything is functioning snoothly
withthetransition fromthe domai n chardon. cc to cityof chardon. gov.

M. Sharpe reported that the 8!h annual Enployee Appreciation
Luncheon is schedul ed for Thursday, 8/21/2025.

M. Sharpe reported that the fall newsletter is conplete and is
expected to be delivered the week of 9/8/2025.

M. Sharpe reported that the flock canmera on Wlson MIls Road &
H dden den Trail has been installed. The installation of the
remai ni ng six caneras have not yet been schedul ed.

M. Sharpe reported that the Col unbarium at the Chardon Mini ci pa
Cemetery has been installed. N ches are expected to be avail able
for purchase in the near future. The price per niche is $1,000
(Resident) and $1, 500 (Non-Resident).

M. Sharpe reported that Brody Betz, Mii ntenance Wirker, and Public
Service Director, Paul Hornyak, tendered their resignations, and
he wi shed themwell in their future endeavors.

M. Sharpe reported on Capital |nprovenent Projects.

Ms. Means asked if the sidewalk infill programrestoration areas
have been finali zed.

Doug Courtney, City Engineer, stated that a wal k-through has been
done, and there are restoration areas that will be conpleted in
cool er weat her.

Ms. Means asked if the cosnetic sidewalk issues will also be
addr essed.

M. Courtney stated that there are cosnetic sidewal k i ssues on the
list that the contractor is going to try to address.



M. Lel ko asked when Council will see any of the results fromthe
conpensation and benefit study being done by MGath Human
Resources G oup, and asked if Council wll have input while it is
still being devel oped.

M. Sharpe stated that he envisions McGath providing staff with
different iterations and conparisons. Staff would be picking fron
t hose and bringing Council a recomendati on.

PLANNI NG COW SSI ON REPCRT

M. Blackley reported that Planning Conmi ssion nmet in Regular
Session and granted final devel opmrent plan approval and
architectural review for Cold Harbor Building Co. for Chardon
Fam |y Eyecare at 223 Center Street.

M. Blackley reported that Planning Conm ssion discussed the
rezoni ng of the property at 464 Center Street from ™I -WTO” | ndustri al
- Wreless Tel econmunications Overlay District to “C4” Ceneral
Commercial District which Council will be discussing in nore detai
during Legislation.

COUNCI L COW TTEE REPORTS
Service Conmittee

M. Mrtin reported that the Commttee nmet and discussed an
increase to the sidewal k assessnent. The Committee recommended
an assessnent increase of $50,000 from the current $100, 000
assessnent due to the increases in construction costs.

M. Martin reported that the Commttee al so discussed a drai nage
i ssue on Cedar Gen. It was determned that the issue is outside
of the right-of-way which the Service Departnment has comuni cat ed
to the resident.

M. Martin reported that the Coormittee heard from a H dden Qen
resident who requested the GCty’s assistance wth mssing
si dewal ks in the subdi vi sion.

Ms. Means asked the next course of action to address the m ssing
si dewal ks.

Law Director, Benjam n Chojnacki, stated that the Cty can pass
legislation requiring the property owners to install the
si dewal ks.

M. Sharpe noted that the request was for sidewal ks at 319 Hi dden
Gen Trail, Block C Hdden den Trail and 102 Fern Way, but not
at the end of H dden A en Trail as those sidewal ks do not lead to
anywher e.

M. Lelko nmoved and M. Blackley seconded to authorize the Law
Director to take the necessary action to have the m ssing sidewal k
installed at 319 H dden Gen Trail, Block C H dden A en Trail and
102 Fern Way.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

HEARI NG OF PERSONS BEFORE COUNCI L

Those Persons on the Agenda

M chelle Uban, representing the Keystone Program addressed
Council to request use of the Square as part of a Lunchtinme Lifeline

event on August 24, 2025. She explained that the event will have
donated food and refreshments from | ocal businesses, and tables
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fromlocal non-profit nmental health organizati ons. She added that
there will not be sales or cash exchanges at the event.

Ms. Urban also expressed her frustration with being asked to
provide a certificate of liability insurance, naming the City as
an additional insured, and asked why the insurance docunent she
provi ded was not sufficient. She added that the City’s process is
unorgani zed with regards to authorizing events on the Square and
causes frustration for event organi zers.

Ms. Means asked how many vendors there will be.
Ms. Urban stated that Nam , Keystone and Ravenwood are t he vendors.

Ms. Means suggested that the health departnent be contacted before
food is served.

Ms. Urban requested the new City Manager provide a |ist of rules
and requirenments for all events that request use of the Square.

M. Mel eski noved and M. Bl ackley seconded to authorize a Lunch
Lifeline event on August 24, 2025 as presented by M chelle Urban.

M. Bl ackl ey asked when a gat hering on the Square becones an event
rather than a private gathering.

Ms. Means stated that an event is a gathering that is advertised
and open to the public.

M. Chojnacki stated that the City needs to organi ze the Square in
an appropriate manner that is safe and everyone has access to.
The purpose of the application is if soneone wants a guaranteed
spot and activity on the Square, they will be able to do so. The
purpose of the additional insured is if sonething happens during
an event, the City wants to be covered.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Jack Bennett addressed Council and provided an update on his Eagle
Scout Project, the Chardon Living Menorial Trail |nprovenents.
M. Bennett reported that the project was recently conpleted and
reviewed all of the inprovenents made to the trail, including
clearing trees and brush, relocating the trail and addi ng drai nage,
gravel and a boardwal k. He noted that he still needs funds to
break even on the project.

Ms. Means suggested a ribbon-cutting in collaboration with the
Chanber of Commerce nmay bring awareness and garner donati ons.

General Public

Rebecca Bennett, gave a brief history about how the Chardon Living
Menorial Trail |nprovenents Project cane to fruition through her
son’s efforts.

M chael Jones, 10135 Ravenna Road, inquired if there has been any
study results regarding Redwood’s request to rezone property on
North Street.

Mayor Grau stated that the City has not taken any action on the
topic and the Law Director will report additional information
under New Busi ness.

OLD BUSI NESS - none.



NEW BUSI NESS

Regardi ng Comm ttee assignnents, M. Lelko stated that he had to
tenporarily step down fromhis Comrittee assignnments in April and
requested that he be placed back on the Conmttees.

M. Blackley noved and Ms. Means seconded to assign Council man
David Lelko as Chair of the Econom c Devel opnment Commttee and
Menmber of the Service Conmittee.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Regar di ng any objections to all Class Cand Dretail |iquor permts
expiring on GQctober 1, 2025, no nenber of Council had any
obj ect i ons.

Regarding a review of the 2026-2030 Capital |nprovenent Plan key
assunptions and recomrendations, Finance Director Mark |acofano
reviewed the key changes in the 2026-2030 CIP and reviewed key
assunptions. He noted that Council will consider adoption of the
2026- 2030 plan at the Septenber Council neeting.

Regardi ng discussion of the annexation process, M. Chojnacki
expl ained that the Gty received an inquiry from Redwood Chardon
about the annexation process contained in the Cty’s Charter
because the City’s Charter appeared to be in conflict with itself.
One provision of the Charter states that annexation nust go to the
voters, and another provision states that annexation follows the
Ohio Revised Code (OR C.). After review by | egal counsel, it was
determ ned that the City cannot adopt and enforce | ocal annexation
|aws. Annexation |laws are governed by the laws of the State of
Oni o.

M. Blackley stated that the provision in the Cty’s Charter was
enacted by referendum vote. He asked if the provisions in the
O R C existed at that tine.

M. Choj nacki stated that the annexati on process has changed since
t hen, and additional provisions have been added by whi ch annexati on
can occur; however, the legal authority that says that annexation
is a process governed by the State and not |ocal governnent has
been in effect before the Gty’s Charter change.

M. Bl ackl ey asked what the annexation process should be, noting
that the Gty did not initiate the annexation.

M. Chojnacki stated that there are a nunber of annexation
processes the property owner could choose from

John Slater, Attorney with Tucker Ellis, spoke on behalf of
Redwood and provided a brief history of how the question arose
regarding the City’s annexation process. He stated that the
annexation process is just beginning, but wants to address any
concerns the community has. He stated that the nmgjority of the
property for the project is already inthe CGty, with only 10 acres
being in the township that they are | ooking to annex.

Rad Schnei der, VP of Acquisitions for Redwood, expl ained that they
are looking at 2 parcels at the north end of the City, one in the
Cty and the other in Chardon Township, to construct 117 apartnent
hones. To this point, they have begun reviewing the CGty’s
annexation process and utilities.

Ms. Means asked about the steps to annexati on.



M. Chojnacki stated that Redwood first needs to select an
annexation nmethod they wish to follow He briefly reviewed the
nmost common net hods and briefly reviewed the steps of each.

Ms. Means asked if Council would have to accept or reject the
annexat i on.

M. Chojnacki stated that Council would have to accept or reject
t he annexati on.

Ms. Means stated that the demand on City’s services, such as police
and fire, needs to be assessed.

M. Choj nacki stated that the purpose of the discussion is because
he wanted Council to know that the annexations do not go on the
bal | ot .

Di scussion occurred regarding the annexation process and the
devel opnment approval which are i ndependent of each other.

Menmbers of Council questioned if Council can deny an annexation if
an applicant has net all necessary criteria and zoni ng.

M. Chojnacki stated that it is Council’s discretion if they w sh
to approve a request for a property to be annexed into the Cty.

Di scussion occurred regarding what zoning classification the
property woul d be zoned under.

M. Yaney stated that the property would default to R3 zoning
unl ess Pl anni ng Conmi ssion and Council rezone it differently.

M. Bl ackl ey asked if the Chardon Township Trustees have a say in
t he annexati on.

M. Chojnacki stated that it depends on which process is chosen.

Ms. Chuha asked if there is any other property that Redwood is
| ooki ng at.

M. Schneider stated that they are looking at an additional
property on which to put the force main.

Mayor Grau stated that it is early in the process, but noted that
his concern is the inpact on water, sewer, police, and fire. He
asked what Redwood’s position would be if after Council reviews
the project in nore depth and determ nes they are not in favor of
t he annexati on.

M. Slater stated that they would want to try to work through the
objections with Council, but would like to find out sooner rather
than later if Council was not in favor of the annexation.

Mayor Grau asked Redwood’s tineline.
M. Slater stated that it took some time to get through the
annexati on process, and so they would like to nove forward sooner

rather than | ater.

M. Schneider stated that they would prefer to run the annexation
process and the rezoning process concurrently.

M. Yaney stated that Planning Conm ssion could hear the issue
informal ly.



M. Blackley stated that until the property is annexed into the
Cty, he does not see a reason to discuss any plan devel opnent.

Di scussion occurred regarding the process to nove forward.

M. Slater stated that they are not |ooking for a decision
i mredi ately, but they would like to find out what objections are
so that they can address them

Jack Straka, expressed concern about the effect the devel opnent
wll have on traffic and the safety of school children crossing
t he street.

Mayor Grau stated that there will be nore opportunity for public
comment if the topic goes to Planning Conm ssion.

Courtney Hudson, 308 E. King Street, stated that a presentation
by Redwood woul d be hel pful and thought a buffer zone as part of
t he devel opment woul d be received better.

M. Mel eski stated that Council needs to be cogni zant of the inpact
of a higher density on water and sewer buil dout.

M. Bl ackl ey concurred with M. Ml eski and stated that the current
wastewater treatnent plant is constrained against further
enl argenment due to the discharge permit with the EPA

LEG SLATI ON

RESOLUTI ON NO. 16-25

A RESCLUTI ON PROVI DI NG FOR THE CONTROL OF BLIGHT AND DI SEASE OF
SHADE TREES WTH N PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY AND FOR PLANTI NG
MAI NTAI NI NG TRI MM NG AND REMOVI NG SHADE TREES I N AND ALONG THE
STREETS OF THE CITY OF CHARDON, AUTHORI ZING THE SHADE TREE
COW SSI ON TO SO PROVI DE DURI NG THE YEAR OF 2025; ESTABLI SHI NG A
SI NGLE DI STRI CT FOR SAI D PURPCSE | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS
OF SECTION 727.011, OHI O REVI SED CODE; PROVI DI NG THE ASSESSMENT
OF THE COST AND EXPENSE OF SUCH PLANTI NG MAI NTAINING TR MM NG
AND REMOVI NG UPON BENEFI TTING PROPERTY IN SAID DI STRICT, AND
DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY was read for the first tine by title only.

M. Bl ackl ey noved and M. Mel eski seconded the rul es be suspended
and the Resolution be read for the second and third tinme by title
only. Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Resol ution No. 16-25 was then read for the second and third tine
by title only.

Ms. Means noved and Ms. Chuha seconded for the adoption of
Resol uti on No. 16-25.

David Allen, Uban Forester, reported on his current activities
and plans relative to shade trees in the City.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 17-25

A RESCLUTI ON OF NECESSITY FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF STREET LI GHTI NG
AND DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY was read for the first tine by title
only.

M. Bl ackley noved and Ms. Means seconded the rul es be suspended
and the Resolution be read for the second and third tine by title
only. Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.



Resol ution No. 17-25 was then read for the second and third tine
by title only.

M. Blackley nmoved and M. Ml eski seconded for the adoption of
Resol uti on No. 17-25.

Finance Director Mark lacofano stated that the assessment wll
cover the operating costs for street lighting with no reconmended
change in the assessnment anmount of $130, 000.

M. Bl ackl ey asked how the revenue fromthe assessnent conpares to
t he expenses the City is charged by the Illum nating Conpany.

M. lacofano stated that the expenses are starting to exceed the
revenue fromthe assessnent, but the City has a carryover bal ance
t hat shoul d cover the difference for the next couple of years.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 18-25
A RESCLUTI ON OF NECESSITY FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF SIDEWALKS AND
DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY was read for the first tine by title only.

M. Meleski noved and M. Martin seconded the rules be suspended
and the Resolution be read for the second and third tine by title
only. Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Resol ution No. 18-25 was then read for the second and third tine
by title only.

Ms. Chuha nmoved and Ms. Means seconded for the adoption of
Resol uti on No. 18-25.

M. Mirtin stated that the Service Conmttee reviewed sidewal k
assessnent rates and recommended an increase of $50,000 due to
i ncreasi ng construction costs.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

ORDI NANCE NO. 3317

AN ORDI NANCE REZONI NG THE REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 464 CENTER
STREET FROM | NDUSTRI AL- W RELESS TELECOVMUNI CATI ON TOWER (I -WTO
TOI GENERAL COMMERCI AL (C-4) was read for the first tinme by title
only.

M. Mel eski noved and Ms. Chuha seconded the rul es be suspended
and the Ordinance be read for the second and third tine by title
only. Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Ordi nance No. 3317 was then read for the second and third tinme by
title only.

M. Blackley noved and M. Ml eski seconded for the adoption of
O di nance No. 3317.

M. Choj nacki stated that the ordinance will rezone the property at
464 Center Street froml-WTO to C 4.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

ORDI NANCE NO. 3318

AN ORDI NANCE ANMENDI NG SECTI ON 1519. 04 OF THE CODI FI ED ORDI NANCES
TO CLARI FY AND REI NSTATE THE CI TY’S PRCH BI TION ON THE DI SCHARGE
OF FIREWORKS WTHIN THE CI TY AND DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY was read
for the first time by title only.




M. Bl ackl ey noved and M. Mel eski seconded the rul es be suspended
and the Ordinance be read for the second and third tine by title
only. Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Ordi nance No. 3318 was then read for the second and third tinme by
title only.

M. Blackley noved and Ms. Means seconded for the adoption of
Ordi nance No. 3318.

M. Chojnacki stated that State |aw changed in 2022, allow ng for
fireworks to be discharged on certain dates. At that tine, the
Cty’s codifier wupdated the Cty’s Codified Odinances to
i ncorporate the newState | aw, however, in doing so, unintentionally
removed the prohibition on the discharge of fireworks from the
Codi fi ed Ordinances. He stated that passage of the |egislation
Wil reinstate the City’s prohibition on the discharge of fireworks
and clarifies that it has always been the intent for fireworks to
be banned in the Cty.

Chi ef N ehus explained the process for contacting the police
departnent in instances when fireworks are di scharged.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

ORDI NANCE NO. 3319

AN ORDI NANCE ENACTING THE MNAY 2025 REPLACEMENT PAGES TO THE
CODI FIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHARDON AND DECLARI NG AN
EMERGENCY was read for the first tine by title only.

M. Mel eski noved and Ms. Chuha seconded the rul es be suspended
and the Ordinance be read for the second and third tine by title
only. Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Ordi nance No. 3319 was then read for the second and third tine by
title only.

M. Meleski noved and Ms. Means seconded for the adoption of
Ordi nance No. 3319.

M. Chojnacki stated that the Cty's codifier provides updates to
certain portions of the Cty’s codified ordinances so that they
are consistent with State law and the legislation the Gty has
passed. This legislation will accept the replacenent pages so that
the Gty’s codified ordinances are current.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

REVI EW OF EXPENDI TURES

M's. Chuha reported that expenditures were in order.

EXECUTI VE SESSI ON - none.

ANY OTHER BUSI NESS TO COVE BEFORE COUNCI L

Menmbers of Council reported on recent events in the City.

ADJ OURN

M. Lel ko noved and Mayor Grau seconded to adjourn. Upon voi ce
vote the notion passed unani nously.

The neeting adjourned at 8:54 p.m



Attest:

CHRI STOPHER GRAU, Mayor
Pr esi dent of Council

AMY DAY
C erk of Council
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