LEG SLATI VE COW TTEE MEETI NG

Sept enber 12, 2024

The Legislative Committee of Chardon City Council nmet on
Thur sday, Septenber 12, 2024 at 5:00 PM in the Conference Room
on the second fl oor of the Chardon Muinicipal Center.

Dani el Mel eski, Chairman of Legislative Conmttee presiding.

Menmbers of Legislative Commttee present: Dani el Mel eski ,
Heat her Means.

O hers present: Cty Manager Randy Sharpe, Communi ty
Devel opnment Admi nistrator Steve Yaney, Cerk of Council Any
Day, Law Director Benjam n Choj nacki .

M. Meleski called the neeting to order at 5:00 PM

APPROVAL OF M NUTES

Ms. Means noved and M. Mel eski seconded to accept the m nutes
of the Legislative Conmittee from June 21, 2023 as witten.
Upon voi ce vote the notion passed unani nously.

Regarding citywi de animl regulations, Conmunity Devel opnent
Adm ni strator Steve Yaney, explained that in recent nonths, as
hobbi es of raising various animls have increased, staff has
begun investigating conplaints the City has received regarding
vari ous ani mal s including chickens, bees, sheep and goats.

M. Mel eski asked the nature of the conplaints.

M. Yaney stated that the conplaints are that chickens, sheep

and goats are unsanitary and bees are stinging neighbors. He
stated that the Cty’s rules date back to the 1950s and are
[imting. He stated that he has begun collecting regulations

from various communities in the Chardon area, but they vary
dependi ng on the type of aninal.

The question of grandfathering was raised.
M. Chojnacki stated that these offenses are not related to

| and uses, but rather property damage and bodily injury. He
expl ai ned that the use would still be permtted; however, the



odor and where they are kept would be subject to the
regul ati ons. He stated that the City is trying to protect
against various harns including snells, noise, and wandering
animals, which is different than prohibiting the use.

M. Yaney began reviewing proposed rules for distance
requirenents from the property line for housing and run areas
for poultry.

Di scussi on began about support animls and what docunentation
woul d be necessary.

M. Chojnacki stated that the Cty could require sone
docunentary proof that an animal is recognized and designated
as a support ani nal.

M. Chojnacki noted that he recomends that the regul ati ons be
included in the business regul ations/general offenses section
rather than the planning and zoning code. He added that the
| and use code is designed nore to ensure that people use their
| and so as not to harm others. The general offenses section is
designed to rectify harns that people have done to others
al r eady.

Di scussion occurred regarding putting the regulations in the
general offenses section, which would be handled through the
Pol i ce Departnent.

M. Yaney stated that if violations go through his office,
there are 30, 60 or 90 day provisions which would be too |ong
to address a situation. He felt it would be better handl ed
t hrough the general offenses section.

M. Sharpe stated that the City’s process to prohibit roosters
has been successful .

Di scussion occurred regarding the enclosures for chicken coops
and the distance it has to be from nei ghbors.

Di scussion occurred regarding regulations that need to be
instituted about the type of animals that are permtted and the
encl osures. Specifically for poultry, bees and |ivestock.

Di scussion occurred regardi ng how to regul ate bees.

M. Meleski stated that varying factors such as water sources
and shrubbery may be necessary for proper habitat of the bees.



Ms. Means stated that she would investigate what is necessary
to care for bees.

M. Chojnacki stated that after further consideration, there
should be 2 sets of regul ations: 1 related to offenses and a
different section that offers sone blanket rules in a different
section of the zoni ng code.

The comm ttee spoke in support of this approach.

Ms. Means suggested that pot-bellied pigs be added to the [|ist
of prohibited ani mals.

M. Meleski stated that he would like the law director to
categorize the wvarious aninmals that the Cty would Iike
prohi bit ed.

Ms. Means stated that free-rangi ng should be prohibited.

M. Chojnacki stated that the Gty already prohibits aninmals
runni ng at | arge.

Di scussion occurred regarding the unknown information about how
to contain bees and how many hives the City wants to permt.

Ms. Means asked if enpty lots should be permtted to have
animals on it.

M. Yaney stated that this could be addressed by requiring that
animals could only be an accessory use.

Ms. Means asked about hunting, butchering and slaughtering of
ani mal s.

M. Meleski stated that hunting is already prohibited in the
Cty.

D scussion occurred regarding docunentation for enotiona
support ani nal .

M. Chojnacki summarized the conmittee’s discussions which he
wll pursue for the next neeting: creating 2 different
of fenses including general and |and uses, and addressing pot-
bellied pigs, free ranging, bees, fences and shrubs, and
accessory uses on vacant |ots.



EXECUTI VE SESSI ON - none.

ANY OTHER BUSI NESS - none.

ADJ OQURN

Ms. Means noved and M. Ml eski seconded to adjourn.

The neeting adjourned at 6:05 PM

Attest:

AMY DAY
Cl erk of Counci l





