REGULAR SESSI ON

June 13, 2024

The Council of the City of Chardon nmet in Regular Session
Thur sday, June 13, 2024 at 6:30 p.m in Council Chanbers of the
Chardon Muni ci pal Center.

Chri stopher Gau, Mayor & President of Council presiding.
The neeting opened with the pledge of allegiance and roll call.

Menbers of Council present: Andrew Bl ackl ey, Deborah Chuha,
Chri stopher Grau, David Lel ko, Kyle Martin, Heather Means, Dani el
Mel eski .

Menmbers of Council absent: none.

O hers Present: City Manager Randy Sharpe, Finance Director
Mar k | acofano, Cerk of Council Any Day, Law Director Benjamn
Choj nacki, Police Chief Scott N ehus, Cty Engineer Doug
Courtney, Comunity Devel opnent Adm nistrator Steve Yaney,
Public Service Director Paul Hornyak, Fire Chief Justin Geiss,
Davi d Jevni kar, Ed Babcock, Bill Hess, Mdel on Horvath, Richard
Bair, Peter Byrnes, Cathi Leonello, Any Patterson, Richard Gahr,
Ken Ovark, Paul Ovark, Elisabeth G edt.

Mayor Grau requested a nonent of silence for Chuck Strazinsky,
Chardon Townshi p Trustee, who passed away on May 20, 2024.

APPROVAL OF M NUTES

Ms. Chuha noved and M. Ml eski seconded to approve the m nutes
of the May 9, 2024 Public Hearing and Regular Session as
presented. Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 8-24
A RESCLUTI ON OF APPRECI ATI ON FOR CHARDON TOMORROW was read for
the first time inits entirety.

M. Bl ackl ey noved and M. Mel eski seconded t he rul es be suspended
and the Resol ution be read for the second and third tine by title
only. Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Resol ution No. 8-24 was then read for the second and third tine
by title only.

M. Blackley noved and Ms. Chuha seconded for the adoption of
Resol ution No. 8-24.

Menbers of Council thanked Chardon Tonorrow for their nmany years
of service to the community.

M. Sharpe provided sonme additional background information on
the organi zation and the activities and events they initiated.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Madel on Horvath, Chardon Tonorrow Board President, accepted the
Resol ution and t hanked Council for the recognition.

MANAGER S REPORT

Cty Manager, Randy Sharpe, reported that Patrol man Megan Car ney
tendered her resignation on May 27th, and her |ast day was June
7th,



M. Sharpe reported that the Cvil Service Conm ssion nmet and
began the process of creating an eligibility list for original
appoi ntnments for the Police Departnent.

M. Sharpe reported that the 2024 Sidewal k Mai nt enance Program
bids were opened on My 22, 2024. The City Engineer is
recomrendi ng the contract be awarded to Ronyak Paving, which
Council will consider under |egislation.

M. Hornyak reported on the CEPA’s tri-annual TCEl inspection
of the wastewater treatnent plant, noting that only a few m nor
recomrendati ons were nade.

M. Sharpe reported on the punp filtration building nural
proj ect .

M. Sharpe requested Council consider authorizing the day off
for staff on July 5, as a thank you and an effort towards the
goal of enployee retention, noting that 24/7 operations would
conti nue.

Ms. Means noved and M. Grau seconded to authorize the day off
for staff on July 5, 2024. Upon roll call vote the notion
passed unani nously.

M. Sharpe reported on the status of public works projects.

M. Lelko asked Conmunity Devel opnent Adnministrator, Steve
Yaney, to explain the City’s process to address high grass
vi ol ati ons.

M. Yaney reviewed the process the Cty takes to serve the
property owner notices and cut grass when it becones warranted.

PLANNI NG COW SSI ON REPORT

ir. Blackley reported that Planning Conmmi ssion held three
separate neetings over the last nonth. At the May 14, 2024
nmeeting, Planning Comm ssion granted: a frontyard setback for
an addition at 340 Sylvia Drive, a sign deviation for electronic
signs at the Chardon M ddle and Hi gh Schools, and concept plan
approval for restroons and a concession stand at the H gh School
f oot bal | stadi unm. He noted that also at this neeting, Planning
Comm ssi on heard about a proposed bus garage on Washi ngton Street,
but no action was taken because of outstanding questions and
concerns regarding the proposed |andscape plan, and |ack of a
photonetric plan or traffic inpact study.

M. Blackley noted that at the May 28, 2024 Pl anni ng Comm ssi on
nmeeting, Planning Conm ssion granted a Use Variance to allow
residential use on the ground floor at 208 North Hanbden Street,
and recommended record docunent approval for Mple Trace Phase
2A.

M. Blackley reported that informal discussion was also held at
this neeting regarding a potential future submttal for Meijer
to be |located on Loreto Dr. He asked the Law Director to report
on the City’s authority regarding zoning on this property and
the rights of property owners.

Law Director Ben Chojnacki stated that property owners may use
their property how they |ike; however, the Cty still has the
authority to regulate uses on properties, which is generally
done through use districts in the Planning and Zoning code
Therefore, it is not withinthe Cty’s purview to nake deci sions
based on a particul ar business or operation.

M. Blackley noted that this property being discussed is zoned
for a | arge box store.



M. Blackley stated that Planning Commi ssion nmet on June 11,
2024 to continue di scussion regardi ng the proposed Chardon Local
School bus garage. The photonetrics and | andscapi ng plan were
approved, but the traffic study was lacking in data and
i nformati on and has been postponed to the next regular Pl anning
Conmi ssi on neeti ng.

COUNCI L COW TTEE REPORTS
Park & Recreati on Board

Ms. Chuha reported that the Board net and nenbers were
i ntroduced to the new board nmenber, M ke Downs.

M's. Chuha reported that the Board di scussed sunmer prograns and
events.

HEARI NG OF PERSONS BEFORE COUNCI L
Those Persons on the Agenda - none.
Ceneral Public

Ri chard Gahr, 329 Chardon Ave., addressed Council and expl ai ned
that fireworks debris had blanketed his yard during the 2023
fireworks, and requested that Council address the issue so that
it doesn’t happen agai n.

Mayor Grau stated that the launch site has been noved further
east of the previous location to avoid the probl emof fireworks
debris landing in residential areas.

Cathi Leonello, 393 Sylvia Drive, stated that she is having a
porch added onto her house and asked why her contractor is not
able to begin work until the proper permts are received, when
t he bus garage was able to do work wi thout permts.

M. Yaney stated that the school was able to begin work because
they received a denolition permt.

OLD BUSI NESS - none.
NEW BUSI NESS

A Public Hearing to provide the public an opportunity to coment
regardi ng the 2025 tax budget was set for July 11, 2024 at 6:25
p. m

Regarding the designating of the Cerk of Council to attend
public records training on behalf of Council, Any Day, expl ai ned
that nenbers of Council are required to attend public records
training at |least once during their elected term or they may
assign a designee to attend in their place.

M. Mel eski noved and Ms. Means seconded to designate the O erk
of Council to attend Public Records Training on behalf of all
menbers of Council. Upon roll call vote the npbtion passed
unani nousl y.

Regardi ng an ANNOUNCEMENT OF DECI SION AND MUNI Cl PAL APPROVAL
FOR MAPLE TRACE PRD PHASE 2A; SUBDI VI SION PLAT OF RECORD AND
DEDI CATION OF SuBDI VI SION PUBLI C | MPROVEMENTS, Law Director
Benj am n Choj nacki stated that the announcenent of decisionis a
requirenent and the first step in the dedication of Maple Trace
Subdi vi si on Phase 2A. He added t hat everythi ng has been revi ewed
and inspected and is up to nunicipal specifications.



M. Blackley noved and Ms. Chuha seconded to authorize the
execution of the announcenent of deci sion.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Regardi ng 2024 Fireworks, Ed Babcock gave some history of the
fireworks display which started at the football field and has
noved to adjacent areas in recent years. Loreto Dr. has been
proposed as an alternate |ocation because it is away from
residential houses and traffic and is a preferred spot because it
is higher ground than the area east of the high school. He
stated that they spoke with adjacent property owners (VWal mart,
| af el i ce, Chardon Healthcare and Cooke) who are in support of
t he proposed | ocation

M. Hornyak stated that Loreto Dr. was identified by the Cty
as an alternate location in 2023 when the school needed to npve
the fireworks | ocation due to the school s new roof. He not ed
that he would prefer that the grassy area at the end of Loreto
Dr. be used as a launch site rather than the roadway.

M. Jevnikar stated that if the area can be nowed, this is a
good opti on.

Mayor Grau asked if traffic on Water Street (State Route 6) is
an issue.

M. Hornyak stated that traffic can be mai ntai ned on Water Street,
and is not an issue.

Ms. Means noted that Council is being asked to nove fireworks
for 2024, with the understanding that because of comerci al
devel opment in this area, this site will nost likely not be an

option in future years.

Ms. Chuha asked if the Fire Chief is in favor of the proposed
| aunch site.

M. Jevnikar stated that the Fire Chief is in favor of the
proposed | aunch site.

M. Lelko asked if debris is a concern.

M. Jevni kar stated that the debris at the | aunch site is cl eaned
up by both the fireworks conpany and the football team

M. Hornyak stated that while he cannot speak for the property
owners, he does not envision debris being an issue because the
area is grass and trees.

M. Blackley asked the Police Chief if he had any concerns
regardi ng crowds or traffic.

Chief Niehus stated that his only concern is regarding people
stopping or trying to park on State Route 6. He noted that the
City may receive conplaints frombusi nesses because of parking in
their parking lots, but the traffic flow may be better than the
former site.

Ms. Chuha asked the date for the fireworks display.



M. Jevni kar stated that the fireworks date is July 6 with arain
date of July 7.

Di scussion occurred regarding controlling parking at the
Meadows Apart nents.

M. Sharpe expressed concern about future years and does not
want to see the | aunch site noved around to different | ocations.

Mayor Grau stressed the inportance of public education about the
new |ocation and requested that the Meadows Apartnents be
cont act ed.

Mayor Grau stated that while he understands the elevation
chal l enge at the high school |ocation, he is concerned about
novi ng the fireworks | ocation fromwhere it has been historically
t hroughout the years.

Ms. Means stated that her preference is to not nove the fireworks
| ocation to Loreto Dr. but noted that if the rest of Council is
in favor of it, she will not vote against it.

M. Meleski spoke in support of the proposed fireworks | aunch
site on Loreto Dr. because of easier access to the site and nore
Vi ewi ng opportunities.

M. Blackley noved and Ms. Chuha seconded to authorize the
Chardon Area Fireworks to relocate the fireworks launch site to
the proposed |ocation on Loreto Dr. Upon roll call vote the
noti on passed unani nously.

LEG SLATI ON

ORDI NANCE NO. 3276

AN ORDI NANCE ACCEPTI NG CERTAI N PUBLI C | MPROVEMVENTS DEDI CATED BY
FLG CHARDON, LLC FOR PUBLI C USE, AUTHORI ZI NG THE RECORDI NG OF A
DEDI CATI ON PLAT, AND DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY was read for the
first tinme by title only.

M. Blackley nmoved and M. Meleski seconded the rules be
suspended and t he Ordi nance be read for the second and third tine
by titleonly. Uponroll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Ordi nance no. 3276 was then read for the second and third time
by title only.

M. Bl ackl ey noved and M. Ml eski seconded for the adoption of
Ordi nance No. 3276.

\V/ g Choj nacki stated that the legislation adopts the
announcenent of decision which approves the plat for Phase 2B
of the Maple Trace Subdivision and accepts the public
i nprovenents dedi cated by FLG Chardon for public use.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

ORDI NANCE NO. 3277

AN ORDI NANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER |INTO A
CONTRACT/ AGREEMENT W TH RONYAK PAVING [|INC. FOR 2024 STREET
MAI NTENANCE AND REPAI R AND DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY was read for
the first tine by title only.

M. Meleski noved and M's. Chuha seconded the rul es be suspended
and the Ordi nance be read for the second and third tinme by title
only. Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.



Ordi nance no. 3277 was then read for the second and third time
by title only.

M. Meleski nmoved and M's. Chuha seconded for the adoption of
Ordi nance No. 3277.

Cty Engineer Doug Courtney reviewed the bidding process and
stated that he i s recommendi ng Ronyak Paving Inc. for 2024 Street
Mai nt enance and Repair.

Menbers of Council inquired about the short nunber of days
Ronyak has indicated it will take to conplete the work.

M. Courtney stated that as was indicated on their bid, Ronyak
affirmed that they will conplete the work in 5 days, however,
additional tinme will be needed to nobilize and renove equi pnent
as part of the project.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 9-24
A RESCOLUTI ON REQUESTI NG A CERTI FI CATE OF NEED FROM THE GEAUGA
COUNTY AUDI TOR AND DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY was read for the first
time by title only.

M. Meleski nmoved and M. Martin seconded the rul es be suspended
and the Resolution be read for the second and third tinme by title
only. Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Resol ution No. 9-24 was then read for the second and third tine
by title only.

M's. Chuha noved and M. Ml eski seconded for the adoption of
Resol ution No. 9-24.

M. Chojnacki stated that Council passed simlar legislation in
May requesting the County Auditor to certify how nuch tax revenue
will be generated by certain mllage rates; however, they have
requested the |l anguage in the | egislation be nore precise. This
legislation clarifies the language and is the first step to
getting the issue on the ballot.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.
REVI EW OF EXPENDI TURES

Ms. Chuha reported that expenditures were reviewed and are in
or der.

EXECUTI VE SESSI ON

ir. Meleski noved and M. Blackley seconded to adjourn to
Executive Session at 8:05 p.m regarding conferences with an
attorney for the public body concerning disputes involving the
public body that are the subject of pending or inmnent court
action, and invite Ben Choj nacki, Randy Sharpe, and Any Day into
the session. Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Di scussion occurred regarding conferences with an attorney for
the public body concerning disputes involving the public body
that are the subject of pending or imm nent court action.

Meeting reconvened at 8:27 p.m

ANY OTHER BUSI NESS TO COVE BEFORE COUNCI L
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Mayor Gau reported that the Fine Arts Association did not
consi der Council s appoi ntment, Bonni e Robbins, for their Board
of Directors, because of a conflict of interest. He stated that
work will continue in finding a person for Council to consider.
Di scussion occurred regardi ng the Homet own Hero Banner Program

Mayor Grau stated that Council will need to consider expandi ng
t he program

M. Sharpe noted that additional data needs to be collected
before decisions can be nmade regarding the expansion of the
program

Menbers of Council reported on current and upcom ng events.

ADJ OURN

M. Lel ko noved and Ms. Chuha seconded to adjourn. Upon roll
call vote the notion passed unani nously.

The neeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m

Attest:

CHRI STOPHER GRAU, Mayor
Pr esi dent of Counci l

AMY DAY
Cl erk of Council





