REGULAR SESSI ON

Decenmber 14, 2023

The Council of the Cty of Chardon net in Regular Session
Thur sday, Decenber 14, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. in Council Chanbers of
t he Chardon Munici pal Center.

Chri stopher Grau, Mayor & President of Council presiding.
The neeting opened with the pledge of allegiance and roll call.

Menbers of Council present: Andrew Bl ackl ey, Deborah Chuha,
Chri stopher Grau, David Lel ko, Kyle Martin, Heat her Means, Dani el
Mel eski .

Menbers of Council absent: none.

O hers Present: City Manager Randy Sharpe, Finance Director

Mark | acofano, Cerk of Council Any Day, Law Director Benjamn
Choj nacki, Police Chief Scott N ehus, Gty Engineer Doug
Courtney, Comunity Developnent Adm nistrator Steve Yaney,

Public Service Director Paul Hornyak, Todd Al bright, Caroline
Mansfi el d, Shannon Carbone, Ava Carbone, Cara Stone, Karen
Bl ankenshi p, Angel a Hansen, Randy Hansen, Mark M oro, Ashley
Cunni ngham Tavis Quiggle, Tammy Cunni ngham David Cunni ngham

Kristen Boyd, Allison WIlson, Keith Brewster, Anastasia
Ni cholas, Evan G aham Elisabeth Gedt, WMitt Canzone, Jim
Oient.

APPROVAL OF M NUTES

M. Bl ackl ey noved and Ms. Chuha seconded to approve the m nutes
of the Novenber 9, 2023 Speci al Session, Novenber 9, 2023 Regul ar
Sessi on, and Novenber 21, 2023 Special Session as presented.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.
MANAGER S REPCRT

Cty Manager, Randy Sharpe, reported that Gty offices wll be
closed for the Christmas holiday from noon, Friday, Decenber 22
- Monday, Decenber 25 and on New Year'’s Day Monday, January 1,
2024.

M. Sharpe reported that per the agreement wth Wste
Managenment, a roll-off will be provided for the Christmas tree
drop-of f program starting January 2 - January 22, Monday -
Saturday 7 a.m - 4 p.m at the Street Garage.

M. Sharpe reported that the City recently hosted Representative
Sarah Fowl er Arthur and Representative Steve Denetriou in the
Heritage House for a Capital Budget Informational Session for
Geauga County officials, where information was presented
regardi ng a $700, 000, 000 fund created i n partnership with capital
i nprovenents. The Fire Departnent and Gty are worki ng on a j oi nt
application for a grant to help offset the cost of the new | adder
truck. Additionally, Adam Rogers - Park and Rec Director, is
gathering quotes to submit for a grant for itens near the punp
filtration building along the Maple Hi ghlands Trail.

M. Sharpe reported that three quotes for the 2023 Sidewal k
Mai nt enance and Catch Basin Program were received on Decenber
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12, 2023, and the |owest quote was from Ronyak Paving. A
purchase order will be put in place, and work is expected to
begin in the spring of 2024.

Chi ef N ehus reported on the success of Shop with a Cop held on
Sunday, Decenber 2, and thanked all those who hel ped nake the
day a success.

M. Sharpe reported on the status of public works projects.
PLANNI NG COVMM SSI ON REPORT

M. Blackley reported that Planning Comm ssion net in Regular
Session and approved a sign deviation request to reduce the
m ni mum front yard setback from 10’ to 5.5 for a ground sign
for Redwood Apart nents.

M. Bl ackl ey reported that Pl anni ng Comm ssion al so approved the
concept plan for the installation of a 12-inch water main at the
west term nus of Hi dden den Trail.

COUNCI L COW TTEE REPORTS
Fi nance Conmm tt ee

M. Meleski reported that the Comrittee nmet and revi ewed options
to provide relief to property owners based on the re-eval uations
of properties done by the County auditors. The Conmittee
recomended reducing the Fire and EMS levy from2 mlls to 1.5
mlls with a transfer fromthe General Fund back to the Fire and
EMS fund to make it whole. Council enacted legislation in a
Speci al Session on Novenber 21, 2023 in accordance with the
Conmittee’s reconmmrendati on.

M. Mel eski asked the Finance Director to report on the status
of the inplenentation of the OpenGov software.

Finance Director, Mark lacofano, reported that the Departnent
i s maki ng good progress on the inplenmentation of the software,
and reviewed the adjustnents that are being made to get the
software fully operational.

Service Conmittee

M. Lelko reported that the Commttee net and discussed the
City’s contract with Waste Managenent for trash and recycling
servi ces. He explained that the Commttee recommended Counci
exercise both additional 1-year extensions, otherw se, they
woul d need to go out to bid nowto neet the deadline.

M. Lelko reported that the Commttee also discussed a nunber
of cenetery regulations. He noted that additional details wll
be provided when the regulations are discussed later in the
meet i ng.

HEARI NG OF PERSONS BEFORE COUNCI L

Those Persons on the Agenda

Matt Canzone, Armlitary Heritage Conpany, addressed Council to
request perm ssion to use Square and Heritage House on Sept enber

6,7,8, 2024 for amlitary show that would be free to the public.

M. Canzone provided background on his conpany and mssion to
create excitenent and enthusiasmfor mlitary history.

M. Canzone reviewed details of his event that included a
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simul ated and authentic canpsite and battle, and requested
perm ssion for use of the Square and Heritage House for 3 days,
i ncl udi ng overni ght canpi ng.

JimOient, reenactor for the event, spoke about the reenactnent
they performand the qualifications to participate in a battle.

Mayor Grau stated that the space is a mmjor consideration for
Council as the Square is a densely populated area for the
di scharge of weapons. I n addition, Council has gone to great
lengths in recent years to prohibit overnight canping on the
Squar e.

Mayor Grau stated that he appreciates M. Canzone’s enthusiasm
and m ssion, but he does not feel that the Square is the proper
| ocation for a three-day event as it has been outlined.

Dr. M chael Hanlon, Superintendent of Chardon Local Schools,
addressed Council and provided an update on the state of the
school district including building inprovenents, student
achi evenent, and the direction of the district.

Mayor Grau asked if the school board considered the effect of
the recent property reeval uations.

Dr. Hanlon stated that the Board eval uated them and deci ded not
to take any action.

Ms. Means asked Dr. Hanlon to address the comments that have
been nade that the school will receive a windfall.

Dr. Hanlon explained that the State l|legislature left inside
mllage alone, recognizing that if there was an inflationary
period, school districts are also facing that sane inpact of
i nflation. He added that the Board of Education took action
to elimnate all school fees for students for the 23-24 school
year as a way to | everage what the district sawfromthe property
reeval uati on.

Mayor Grau asked if there is any information to report regarding
a partnership between the library, school district and County
as it relates to the property on the east side of the Square.

Dr. Hanlon stated that the school has been in contact wth
representatives from the library and County to discuss the
exchange of property to increase the greenspace for student use;
however, after discussions, the entities were not able to cone
to an agreenent that would provide enough greenspace to
accommopdat e what the school needs.

M. Bl ackl ey asked about the county’s purchase of the Chase Bank
bui l di ng t hat woul d accommbdat e their parking needs so that the
gravel ot would not be needed.

Dr. Hanlon stated that is only able to conment about the
i nformati on which was shared with himwhich is that the County
wanted to preserve sone of the gravel | ot for magi strate parking.

Ceneral Public

Carol i ne Mansfield, 13470 Rockhaven, spoke in support of Curtain
440 returning to Chardon to bring arts back to Chardon on a
full-time basis.

Evan Graham, 16119 E. High St., spoke about the positive financial
effect of having a | ocal theater group.

Dave Cunni ngham 36699 S. Lakeshore Blvd., spoke in support of
Curtain 440, which has provided a sense of famly and has the
expertise to build a conmunity of young actors.



Mark Niloro, 13902 Aquilla Rd., spoke about the individuals that
were taught or directed by Angela Ml oro through Curtain 440.

Cara Stone, 9805 Madi son Rd., spoke on behalf of college student
s of Curtain 440 and conveyed comments about their positive
experiences with Curtain 440. She also reviewed the financia
advant ages that having an active theater would have on |oca
busi nesses.

OLD BUSI NESS

Regardi ng an update on the managenent of the Geauga Theater
Mayor Grau explained that Gty staff is working wwth Thrive on
their exit from the theater. I n addition, meetings have been
held with interested individuals and theater groups in the area.
He stated that he antici pates nmaki ng a reconmendati on to Counci
in January, 2024.

Mayor Grau stated that he respects theindividual and col | aborati ve
efforts of the groups that have expressed interest in operating
out of the Geauga Theater, noting that they do a great job.

M. Sharpe noted that the City is not planning to purchase itens
from Thrive as was previously being considered.

NEW BUSI NESS

Regardi ng extending both option years for the trash contract
w th Waste Managenent, M. Lelko reported that as part of the
City’s contract for a single waste hauler that was entered into
in 2019, was an option for a 2-year extension. Gty staff did
sonme research and are recommending the City enter into a 2-year
extension with Waste Managenent.

M. Lelko stated that considerations that went into the
Comm ttee’s recommendations include having to start the bidding
process which woul d | eave the bag service questionable, and the
rates | ook favorable conpared to other recent contracts wth
ot her conmmunities. He added that the option years are a good
way to proceed because there it will be a renewal of the existing
program and there will not be any changes to the contact.

Vince Crawford, Senior Account Executive for WAste Managenent,
Stated that they look forward to providing service to the Gty
and continuing a good working rel ati onship.

M. Yaney reviewed the cost savings City residents have realized
fromthe trash contract with Waste Managenent.

M. Lel ko conplinmented the enpl oyees of Waste Managenent.

M. Blackley inquired if smaller totes could be offered as an
alternative for those who don’t generate nuch trash and currently
use the bag program

M. Crawford stated t hat Waste Managenent is able to offer small er
totes for individuals who request them

M. Blackley noved and Ms. Means seconded to extend the Waste
Managenent contract to years 6 and 7.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

LEG SLATI ON



ORDI NANCE NO. 3258

AN ORDI NANCE AMENDI NG CHAPTER 941 OF THE CODI FI ED ORDI NANCES TC
AVEND THE REGULATIONS OF MUNICl PAL CEMETERIES IN THE CITY was
read for the first tinme by title only.

M. Blackley noved and M. Ml eski seconded the rules be
suspended and t he Ordi nance be read for the second and third tine
by title only.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Ordi nance No. 3258 was then read for the second and third tinme
by title only.

Ms. Chuha noved and Ms. Means seconded for the adoption of
O di nance No. 3258.

M. Lelko reported that the Service Conmittee has proposed
anendnents to the regul ations of the Chardon Minicipal Cenetery
that are included in the |egislation. The recommendati ons
pertain to the nunber and manner of internment, and t he decorations
of graves to assist wth the maintenance and appearance of the
cenetery while being respectful of the decorations placed by
famlies.

M. Lelko summarized the significant changes to the proposed
regul ations that include: 2 decorations per grave, no glass
obj ects, a maxi numnunber of 5 internments per grave, and al | owi ng
cremains to be added above ground in a nonunent.

M. Blackley asked about the regulation change regarding
per mmnent markers that nust be placed within one year.

M. Lel ko stated that per manent markers have al ways been required,
but a time |limt for their placement had not been specified
previously. |f a permanent marker is not placed within one year,
decorations and tenporary markers will be renoved.

Mayor Grau asked how the regulations will be communicated to the
general public.

M. Sharpe stated that regulations wll be posted at the
cenetery.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

ORDI NANCE NO. 3259

AN ORDI NANCE ADOPTI NG A MORATORI UM ON ACCEPTI NG APPLI CATI ONS
FOR | SSUI NG ZONI NG CERTI FI CATES FOR ANY BU LDI NG STRUCTURE,

USE OR CHANGE OF USE THAT WOULD ENABLE THE CULTI VATI ON

PROCESSI NG, DISTRIBUTION OR SALE OF ADULT USE CANNABI S

CANNABI S, OR MARI JUANA, FOR A PERIOD NOT TO EXCEED SI X MONTHS,

I N ORDER TO ALLOW THE CI TY TO REVI EW APPLI CABLE STATE AND LOCAL
LAWS AND TO PLAN FOR REGULATI ONS RELATING TO SUCH USES, AND
DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY was read for the first tine by title
only.

M's. Chuha noved and M. Mel eski seconded the rul es be suspended
and the Ordinance be read for the second and third tinme by title
only.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Ordi nance No. 3259 was then read for the second and third time
by title only.



M. Bl ackley nmoved and Ms. Chuha seconded for the adoption of
O di nance No. 3259.

Law Director, Benjam n Chojnacki, stated that the voters passed
an initiative petition in Novenber, 2023 that authorizes the
recreational purchase and sale of adult-use cannabis, cannabis
and marijuana. The intent of the legislation is to put a pause
on the commercial sale and activity related to that use in the
City until the State is nore precise in how adult-use cannabis,
cannabi s and marijuana can be used.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

ORDI NANCE NO. 3260

AN ORDI NANCE AMENDI NG APPROPRIATIONS IN THE CTY OF CHARDON
TREASURY FOR 2023 AND DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY was read for the
first tinme by title only.

M. Mel eski noved and Ms. Chuha seconded the rul es be suspended
and the Ordi nance be read for the second and third tinme by title
only.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Ordi nance No. 3260 was then read for the second and third time
by title only.

M. Bl ackley noved and M. Ml eski seconded for the adoption of
Ordi nance No. 3260.

Finance Director Mark lacofano reviewed the proposed anended
appropriations that are due to enployees requesting vacation
payout s.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

RESOLUTI ON NO.  24-23

A RESOLUTI ON ACCEPTI NG THE AMOUNTS AND RATES AS DETERM NED BY
THE BUDGET COWM SSI ON AND AUTHORI ZI NG THE NECESSARY TAX LEVI ES
AND CERTI FYI NG THEM TO THE COUNTY AUDI TOR was read for the first
time by title only.

M's. Chuha noved and M. Mel eski seconded the rul es be suspended
and the Resolution be read the second and third time by title
only.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Resol uti on No. 24-23 was then read for the second and third tinme
by title only.

M. Blackley nmved and Ms. Chuha seconded the rules be
suspended and the Resolution be read for seconded for the
adoption of Resolution No. 24-23.

M. lacofano stated that the legislation reflects the * mll
decrease that Council approved at the last Council neeting
related to the Fire and EMS Levy.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

ORDI NANCE NO. 3261

AN ORDI NANCE TO MAKE TEMPORARY APPROPRI ATI ONS FOR CURRENT
EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDI TURES OF THE CITY OF CHARDON, STATE
OF OH O DURING THE FI SCAL YEAR ENDI NG DECEMBER 31, 2024, AND
DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY was read for the first tinme by title
only.




M. Blackley noved and M. Meleski seconded the rules be
suspended and the Ordi nance be read for the second and third tine
by title only.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Ordi nance No. 3261 was then read for the second and third time
by title only.

M. Mel eski nmoved and Ms. Chuha seconded for the adoption of
O di nance No. 3261.

M. lacofano stated that the Crdinance is intended to cover
personnel and certain operating costs for the first quarter of
2024, other routine and known operating costs for the entire
year, and the projects approved by Gty Council in the 2024-2028
Capi tal |Inprovenent Plan. He reviewed a few changes to the
projects in the Capital Inprovenent Plan for 2024 since its
adopti on.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.
RESOLUTI ON NO.  25-23

A RESOLUTI ON REQUESTI NG THE COUNTY AUDI TOR TO MAKE TAX ADVANCES
DURI NG THE YEAR 2024 was read for the first tinme by title only.

M. Meleski noved and Ms. Chuha seconded the rul es be suspended
and the Resolution be read for the second and third tinme by title
only.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Resol uti on No. 25-23 was then read for the second and third tine
by title only.

M. Meleski noved and M. Martin seconded for the adoption of
Resol ution No. 25-23.

M. lacofano stated that the resolution allows the City to begin
recei ving advance paynents on property taxes from the County
instead of waiting until March to receive the full allocation.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 26-23

A RESOLUTI ON AWARDI NG THE HI DDEN GLEN WATER MAI N LOOP PRQIECT
(PROJECT NO 6-159; OPWC PROQIECT NO CHAA/CGBAA) TO THE
LONEST AND BEST BI DDER AND AUTHORI ZI NG AND DI RECTI NG THE CI TY
MANAGER TO ENTER I NTO A CONTRACT WTH GRADE LINE, |INC. FOR
PERFORVMANCE OF THE PRQJECT CONSI STENT WTH ITS BI D SUBM SSI ON
ANID DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY was read for the first tinme by title
only.

M. Blackley noved and M. Mleski seconded the rules be
suspended and the Resolution be read for the second and third
time by title only.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Resol uti on No. 26-23 was then read for the second and third tine
by title only.

M. Bl ackley nmoved and Ms. Means seconded for the adoption of
Resol uti on No. 26-23.



City Engineer, Doug Courtney, stated that he is reconmendi ng
awar di ng the contract for the Hi dden 3G en Water Loop Project to
Grade Line Inc. which was the | owest bidder, and has successfully
conpl eted other projects for the City.

M. Bl ackl ey inquired about the 30-day tinmefrane the contractor
i ndi cated the work woul d be conpl et ed.

M. Courtney stated that the contractor gave his assurance that
he can conplete the work in 30 days.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.
REVI EW OF EXPENDI TURES

M. Meleski reported that expenditures were in order.
EXECUTI VE SESSI ON

M. Mel eski noved and Ms. Means seconded to adjourn to Executive
Session at 8:44 p.m to consider the appointnment, enploynent,
di sm ssal, pronotion, denotion, discipline or conpensation of a
public enployee or official, to consider the purchase of public
property for a public purpose or the sale of public property at
conpetitive bidding, and for conferences with an attorney for
the public body concerning disputes involving the public body
that are the subject of pending or imm nent court action, and
invite Ben Chojnacki, Randy Sharpe, Mark |acofano, Steve Yaney,
and Any Day into the session. Upon roll call vote the notion
passed unani nously.

Di scussion occurred regarding conferences with an attorney for
the public body concerning disputes involving the public body
that are the subject of pending or imm nent court action.

Di scussion occurred regarding the purchase of public property
for a public purpose or the sale of public property at
conpetitive bidding.

Di scussion occurred regarding the appointnent, enploynent,
di sm ssal, pronotion, denotion, discipline or conpensation of a
publ i c enpl oyee or official.

Meeting reconvened at 9:20 p. m

ANY OTHER BUSI NESS TO COVE BEFORE COUNCI L

M. Sharpe reported on the status of the Veteran’s Banner
Program and nentioned the ways the programw || be pronoted in
t he com ng nont hs.

Counci | nmenbers reported on recent activities and events.

ADJ OURN

M. Lel ko noved and Ms. Chuha seconded to adjourn. Upon voice
vote the notion passed unani nously.

The neeting adjourned at 9:23 p. m

Attest:

CHRI STOPHER GRAU, Mayor
Pr esi dent of Counci l

AMY DAY



Cl erk of Council





