REGULAR SESSI ON

November 9, 2023

The Council of the Cty of Chardon net in Regular Session
Thur sday, Novenber 9, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. in Council Chanbers of
t he Chardon Munici pal Center.

Chri stopher Grau, Mayor & President of Council presiding.
The neeting opened with the pledge of allegiance and roll call.

Menbers of Council present: Andrew Bl ackl ey, Deborah Chuha,
Chri stopher Grau, David Lel ko, Kyle Martin, Heat her Means, Dani el
Mel eski .

Menbers of Council absent: none.

O hers Present: City Manager Randy Sharpe, Finance Director
Mark | acofano, Cerk of Council Any Day, Law Director Benjamn
Choj nacki, Police Chief Scott N ehus, Gty Engineer Doug
Courtney, Comunity Developnent Adm nistrator Steve Yaney,
Public Service Director Paul Hornyak, Parks and Recreation
Di rector Adam Rogers, Municipal Court Cerk Vicki Dailey, Peter
Byrnes, Angela Nagal, Steve Turpin, Ken Ovark, Paul Ovark,
Allison WIson, Bill Hess, Anastasia Nichol as, Addi son
Hof stetter, Gna Hofstetter, Jim Dustin, Angela Hansen, Tomr
Hunmrel .

APPROVAL COF M NUTES

M's. Chuha noved and M. Bl ackl ey seconded t o approve the m nutes
of the October 12, 2023 Regul ar Session as presented.

Results of the roll call vote:

Bl ackl ey: Yes

Chuha: Yes
G au: Yes
Lel ko: Yes
Marti n: Yes
Means: Yes

Mel eski: Abstain
Mot i on passed.
MANAGER S REPCRT

Cty Manager, Randy Sharpe, reported that the VFW renenbrance

cerenony will be held in front of the Courthouse on Novenber 11
at 11 AM
M. Sharpe reported that a Request for Quotes will be sent to

contractors for sidewal k nmai ntenance and catch basin repairs.

He stated that due to changes in Onhio Construction Law, the
engineer’s estimate for this project is $148,510 which falls
bel ow the new $150,000 conpetitive bidding threshold for the
Cty. This new threshold will increase automatically by 3%
annually to keep up with inflation.

M. Sharpe reported on the status of public works projects.



M. Sharpe gave a tineline of recent events regarding the
managenent of the Geauga Theater, noting that various options
are being investigated. He added that currently, Tani a Bertol one
i s subl easing the nmulti purpose roomfor a school out of the rear

classroom at 106 Water Street. She was in the process of
negotiating with Thrive for additional space, and is concerned
that she is wthout a |ease. He recomended that Council

consider giving Ms. Bertolone a nonth-to-nonth | ease through
June, 2024 for $620/nonth which was the anount that had been
proposed to Thrive. She could use the nulti-purpose room
of fices, restroons and partial use of the front room She wll
continue to assist the Gty with reservations of the buil ding,
and w Il assist with the cleaning and providing supplies for the
restroons.

M. Lelko noved and Ms. Means seconded to authorize the City
Manager to enter into a lease with Ms. Bertol one consistent with
the paranmeters set forth by the Gty Manager and any other terns
that are appropriate.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

M. Sharpe continued reporting on Thrive’s exit from their
managenent of the Theater, and actions the Cty is taking to
expl ore options noving forward wwth the Theater and the buil di ng
at 106 Water Street.

M. Lel ko asked what role The Fine Arts Associ ation woul d pl ay.
Mayor Grau stated that they coul d becone the managenent conpany.

Ms. Means stated that The Fine Arts Association is wlling to
work with other groups to use the spaces.

PLANNI NG COWM SSI ON REPORT

M. Blackley reported that Planning Conm ssion nmet in Regular
Session and approved a lot split to create two parcels that
woul d be divided by Short Court Street. This wll allow for
the north parcel to be transferred to Geauga County prior to
construction of the court house expansi on project, and the south
parcel to be retained by the City.

M. Blackley reported that Planning Comm ssion nmet in Special
Sessi on and approved El enent 41’s request to repl ace the existing
storefront wi ndow with a glass overhead door.

M. Blackley reported that at this same neeting, Bradley CGellert
(Then Design Architecture) on behalf of Geauga County
Comm ssi oners requested 11 variances and concept plan approval
for the courthouse addition, which were granted by Pl anning
Comm ssion. |In addition, architectural review approval to all ow
for an addition to the Geauga County Courthouse was requested.
Significant discussion was had about various features including
the exterior security wall which were addressed. The w ndow
treatment architecture of the addition was also discussed at
| ength, however, concerns that were raised by he and the Gty
Architect were rejected by the Conm ssioners. Pl anni ng
Conmi ssi on approved t he announcenent of architecture review by a
vote of 5-1.

M. Bl ackley stated that any group wanting to use the north side
of the park nust get County Comm ssioner approval.

Di scussion occurred regarding future use of the north side of
t he park.



COUNCI L COWMM TTEE REPORTS - none.
HEARI NG OF PERSONS BEFORE COUNCI L
Those Persons on the Agenda

Angel a Nagal, representing Chardon Brewfest, addressed Counci
to request perm ssion to change the ownership of the event from
Scene Magazine to MDN Events. She al so provided an overvi ew of
the plans for the 2024 Chardon Brewfest event, and reviewed
i ssues from 2023 and how they will be addressed in 2024.

Ms. Means shared her experiences as a volunteer at the 2023
Brewfest, noting that there was not enough oversight, and she
expressed concern that the plan for 2024 does not incl ude enough
vol unteers and nonitors. She asked that the 2024 contract
address the quantity of vol unteers.

Ms. Nagal stated that she will do what is necessary to elimnate
any issues.

Mayor Grau spoke in support of the proposed reduction in the
al cohol content limt.

Chief N ehus stated that the 2023 event was affected by the
weat her which made it difficult for police officers to evaluate
t he patrons. He noted that reducing the size of the pours or
the duration of the event are strategies to reduce incidents at
t he event.

Ms. Chuha stated that she has not supported the event since it
has been on the Square and wll not be supporting it in 2024.
She questioned how the City benefits fromthis event.

Ms. Nagal stated that the event brings patrons to the surroundi ng
busi nesses, and a donation will be nade to Chardon Rotary.

M. Martin stated that he supports the proposed change to the
adm ssion process to inprove wait time, and wants to ensure
there is volunteer accountability.

M. Mel eski suggested that a code of conduct be provided for the
vol unteers to sign

Ms. Means noved and M. Martin seconded to authorize the Cty
Manager to anmend the agreenent for use of the Square for the
2024 Brewfest to ensure there are paraneters within it to ensure
that it is a disciplined and responsi bl e operation.

Results of the roll call vote:

Bl ackl ey: Yes

Chuha: No
G au: Yes
Lel ko: Yes
Marti n: Yes
Means: Yes

Mel eski:  Yes

Mot i on passed.



Ceneral Public

Angel a Hansen, CEO and Executive Director for Curtain 440,
i ntroduced herself and her conpany which is a community theater

conpany that caters to all areas of theater. She stated that
she is interested in Curtain 440 becom ng a partner with the Gty
to manage the Theater, and requested that all interested

community theater conpani es have the opportunity to be consi dered

OLD BUSI NESS - none.

NEW BUSI NESS

Regarding the Fire Departnent’s request for use of 107 South
Street Suite 6 and relocation of the Community Meeting Roomto
Suite 5, Asst. Chief Tom Hummel reviewed a neno from Chief Geiss
t hat addressed the occupancy |imts of the suites and also the
size of the groups that currently utilize the neeting room He
noted that all of the groups currently using the community roomn
woul d be able to be acconmodated in the smaller suite.

Ms. Means noved and Ms. Chuha seconded to authorize the City
Manager to anend the agreenent with the Fire Departnent to use
the Community Room at 107 South Street, Suite 6.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Regarding the transfer of Permt C ass “D5L” liquor permt from
109 N. Hanbden St. LLCto Lenk Famly LLC, Law Director Benjamn
Choj nacki stated that the Gty does not have any reason for
Council to object to the transfer.

M. Lel ko noved and Ms. Means seconded to authorize the transfer
of Permt Class “D5L” |iquor permt from 109 N. Hanbden St. LLC
to Lenk Famly LLC Upon roll call vote the notion passed
unani nousl y.

LEG SLATI ON

ORDI NANCE NO. 3253

AN ORDI NANCE AUTHORI ZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER |INTO AN
AGREEMENT W TH CIGNA HEALTHCARE FOR THE PROVISION OF GROUP
MEDI CAL | NSURANCE BEG NNI NG JANUARY 1, 2024, AND DECLARI NG AN
EMERGENCY was read for the first tine by title only.

M. Blackley noved and M. Mleski seconded the rules be
suspended and the Ordi nance be read for the second and third tine
by title only.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Ordi nance No. 3253 was then read for the second and third time
by title only.

Ms. Chuha noved and M. Martin seconded for the adoption of
O di nance No. 3253.

Jim Dustin, Managing Director at NFP, gave an overview of the
current healthcare industry, noting that healthcare inflation
continues to accelerate. Despite the status of the industry,
they were able to obtain the best quote from Cigna, at a 1.3%
i ncrease over the current cost structure with very mnor plan
changes.



Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

ORDI NANCE NO. 3254

AN ORDI NANCE AUTHORIZING THE CTY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A
CONTRACT/ AGREEMENT W TH GUARDI AN FOR GROUP DENTAL, VI SI ON AND
LI FE |1 NSURANCE BEGQ NNI NG JANUARY 1, 2024 AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY was read for the first tinme by title only.

M. Blackley noved and M. Mleski seconded the rules be
suspended and t he Ordi nance be read for the second and third tine
by title only.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Ordi nance No. 3254 was then read for the second and third time
by title only.

M's. Chuha noved and M. Bl ackley seconded for the adoption of
O di nance No. 3254.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

ORDI NANCE NO. 3255

AN ORDI NANCE ESTABLI SHI NG A MAXI MUM AMOUNT PAYABLE FOR MEDI CAL
AND DENTAL | NSURANCE FOR EMPLOYEES OF THE CTY OF CHARDON
BEG NNI NG JANUARY 1, 2024 was read for the first tinme by title
only.

M. Mel eski noved and Ms. Chuha seconded the rul es be suspended
and the Ordinance be read for the second and third tinme by title
only.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Ordi nance No. 3255 was then read for the second and third tinme
by title only.

M. Martin noved and Ms. Chuha seconded for the adoption of
O di nance No. 3255.

M. lacofano stated that the legislation reflects the
contribution by the Cty, which is 88% of the annual insurance
prem um

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

ORDI NANCE NO. 3256

AN ORDI NANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 152 OF THE CODI FI ED ORDI NANCES OF
THE CITY OF CHARDON REGARDI NG MUNI Cl PAL | NCOME TAX TO ADOPT
UPDATES TO CONFORM TO HOUSE BILL 33 was read for the first tine
by title only.

M's. Chuha noved and Ms. Means seconded the rul es be suspended
and the Ordinance be read for the second and third tinme by title
only.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Ordi nance No. 3256 was then read for the second and third time
by title only.

Ms. Chuha noved and Ms. Means seconded for the adoption of
Ordi nance No. 3256.



M. Chojnacki stated that House Bill 33 nakes several changes to
the collection of nunicipal incone taxes in Chio which nust be
adopt ed by nunicipalities as anendnents to their existing incone
tax ordi nances before the end of 2023. He explained that there
are a few changes related to notices and penalties, but the nost
significant change gives businesses the ability to designate the
| ocation of where their renpote enpl oyees worKk.

M. Lel ko asked the Finance Director the effects this | egislation
is expected to have on the Gty.

M. lacofano stated that he does not anticipate this having
enough i npact for himto change his forecast for the 2024 budget.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

RESOLUTI ON NO.  21-23

A RESOLUTI ON DECLARING THE OFFICIAL |INTENT AND REASONABLE
EXPECTATION OF THE CITY OF CHARDON ON BEHALF OF THE STATE OF
OH O TO REI MBURSE | TS | NFRASTRUCTURE | MPROVEMENT FUND FOR THE
SEVENTH AVENUE REPAIR, WDEN NG AND EXTENSI ON PRQJECT (OPWC
PRQIECT NUMBER CG51Z/ CG62Z) W TH THE PROCEEDS OF TAX- EXEMPT DEBT
OF THE STATE OF OHIO was read for the first time by title only.

M. Meleski noved and Ms. Chuha seconded the rul es be suspended
and the Resol ution be read for the second and third tine by title
only.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Resol uti on No. 21-23 was then read for the second and third tine
by title only.

Ms. Means nmoved and Ms. Chuha seconded for the adoption of
Resol uti on No. 21-23.

M. lacofano stated that the Resolution indicates that the City
will use OPWC funds to reinburse the Infrastructure | nprovenent
Fund for the costs of the Seventh Avenue Repair, Wdening, and
Ext ensi on Proj ect.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 22-23

A RESOLUTI ON TRANSFERRI NG FUNDS IN THE CI TY OF CHARDON TREASURY
FOR 2023 AND DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY was read for the first tine
by title only.

M. Meleski noved and Ms. Chuha seconded the rul es be suspended
and the Resol ution be read for the second and third tine by title
only.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Resol uti on No. 22-23 was then read for the second and third tine
by title only.

M. Lelko noved and M. Ml eski seconded for the adoption of
Resol uti on No. 22-23.

M. lacofano stated that the transfers are needed to maintain
positive fund balances in all City funds and were included in
t he 2023 budget .

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.



REVI EW OF EXPENDI TURES

M. Mel eski reported that expenditures were in order.

EXECUTI VE SESSI ON - none.

ANY OTHER BUSI NESS TO COVE BEFORE COUNCI L

Mayor Grau reported that he communicated with State wrestling
chanpi on, Lee Kenp, and reconsidered his request for individual
State chanp’s nanes on the City’s entrance sign. He stated that
there are 12 State chanpions and he would like the Gty Manager
to pursue the design and pl acenent of the signage.

No nmenber of Council had any objections.

Council menbers reported on recent activities and events.

ADJ OURN

M. Lel ko noved and M. Ml eski seconded to adjourn. Upon voice
vote the notion passed unani nously.

The neeting adjourned at 8:23 p. m

Attest:

CHRI STOPHER GRAU, Mayor
Pr esi dent of Counci l

AMY DAY
G erk of Council





