SAFETY COWM TTEE MEETI NC

November 9, 2021

The Safety Commttee of Chardon City Council net on Tuesday,
Novenmber 9, 2021 at 4:00 PMin Conference Room A of the Chardon
Muni ci pal Center.

Chri stopher Grau, Chairman of Safety Committee presiding.

Menbers of Safety Committee present: Christopher G au, Heather
Means.

O hers present: City Mnager Randy Sharpe, derk of Council
Any Day, Police Chief Scott N ehus, Cty Engineer Doug
Courtney, Marci Mondello-King, Stephanie Talty, Steven Kofol,
Doug Murray, Kevin Westbrooks.

M. Gau called the neeting to order at 4:00 PM
APPROVAL OF M NUTES

Ms. Means noved and M. Gau seconded to approve the m nutes of
the Safety Commttee from June 22, 2021. Upon voice vote the
noti on passed unani nously.

Regarding crosswal k safety, M. Gau stated that sonme Miin
Street business owners have expressed concern about the safety
of crosswal ks around the Square. In addition, the school had
an incident involving a student in a crosswalk that they would
i ke to discuss.

Marci Mondel l o-King, stated that as a Square business owner,
she has seen crosswal k issues for 20 years on the Square, wth
vehicles that are trying to nmake it though the green traffic
light, and in their rush, do not see pedestrians in the
crosswal ks.

St ephanie Talty, Square business owner, spoke about situations
and scenarios that have happened wth pedestrians in the
crosswal ks on Main Street.

Doug Murray, Chardon H'S. Principal, spoke to explain the
i nprovenents the school has nade in the area between the
student parking lot and the H gh School including installing
aprons, sidewal ks, adding a parking |ot attendant and upgradi ng
sone |ighting. He added that each day they are outside at the



crosswal k that goes to the student lot in the norning and
af t ernoon.

M. Mirray explained that recently, a student was hit by a
vehicle while in the crosswalk and there was a separate 2
vehi cl e accident at the sane |location the followi ng day. There
is a lot of traffic in the area, and the vehicles that drive
the area, are driving too fast. They are concerned about the
safety of pedestrians and drivers and would like to collaborate
with the Gty to nake the area safer.

Steve Kofol stated that the school is already working with CEl
to add additional lighting in the parking lot itself. They
would like to add additional heads or poles on the north side
of the lot.

M. Sharpe reviewed a plan that had been proposed many years
ago that funnel pedestrians between the driveways of the
student |ot.

Chi ef N ehus reviewed pedestrian accident data he gathered from
2015 to the present. He stated that there were 16 pedestrian
acci dents since 2015. O the 16 pedestrian accidents since
2015, the mpjority have been in parking lots. Relative to the
Square, there has been 1 docunented pedestrian accident on E.
Park Street where a child walked into a vehicle, 1 at
Washi ngton and Center Streets, and 1 fatal accident on Park
Avenue.

M. Gau asked what would be involved in the evaluation of
crosswal ks.

Cty Engineer, Doug Court ney, stated that vehicle and
pedestrian counts coul d be done.

Traffic Consultant, Kevin Westbrooks, stated that he does not
think that vehicle and pedestrian counts are necessary since it
is known that inprovenent to the safety of these areas is
desi red. He suggested bringing attention to the driver and
pedestri ans, and maki ng the crosswal ks nore visible.

M. Sharpe asked how a decision as to which type of crosswalk
i mprovenent i s best.

M. Westbrooks suggested that a matrix of ideas be devel oped
and evaluated as to what mekes sense and what the budget
al | ows.

Ms. Mondello-King asked if an additional crosswal k marker can
be added tenporarily until a nore permanent fix is nade.



M. Gau stated that it is sonething that can be consi dered.

M. Gau asked if the east side of the Square should also be
consi der ed.

M. Sharpe stated that the east side should al so be consi dered.

Di scussion continued regarding ways to nmake the school
crosswal k safer

M. Mirray stated that the existing crosswal k |ocation fromthe

student parking lot is in the best |ocation. However, the
existing static signs are not doing an adequate job. Fl ashi ng
school zone signs as well as school Ilights further out to

indicate a crosswal k i s ahead woul d be hel pful.
Ms. Means asked what crosswal k changes can be done.

M. Courtney stated that there are ways to nodify the pavenent
of crosswal ks to make it nore visible.

M. Westbrooks suggested that pavenent marking and signs shoul d
be tried first rather than changing the crosswalk pavenent
t exture.

M. Westbrooks suggested short and long term plans should be
devel oped.

M. Westbrooks noted that ODOT has a new funding program that

will accept project applications that focus on preventing
injuries resulting from pedestrian and roadway departure
crashes through systemc infrastructure inprovenents. It is a

new program that begins January 2022 and he suggested that
|arger itens being considered by the Gty be included for
f undi ng.

Committee nenbers concurred that the grant could be used for
| ong-term plans that include |arger project costs.

Di scussion occurred about inplenmenting a short-term plan for
improving safety around the school including: painting the
crosswal ks, increasing signage and addi ng school zone |ights.

The short-term and long-term ideas for the Square were also
general |l y di scussed.

Ms. Means noved and M. Gau seconded for staff to neet wth
M. Westbrooks and conme up with short-term and |ong-term pl ans
and related budget issues for the high school and the Square
crosswal k safety. Upon voice vote the notion passed
unani nousl vy.



M. Kofol noted that the school can take care of ordering the
flashing school zone signs, but will need help with the proper
| ocations to install them

M. Westbrooks stated that assisting with |ocating the signs
can be | ooked into.

Regardi ng 5G Concerns by N ck Rogers, M. Rogers addressed the
Committee and explained that he is asking for the imediate
banning of 5G snall cell deploynent in Chardon as it has not

been proven safe to humans or the environnent. He asked that
the Cty’s wreless ordinance be overhauled to include
provisions which actually protect the public including
everything within the endnote-referenced checklist provided by
Aneri cans for Responsible Technol ogy. If this is not done, he
stated that he would submit a legally-binding notice of non-
consent/notice of liability regarding any and all harm done by

potential small cell sites on Mffet Avenue and in Chardon in
general .

Law Director Ben Chojnacki noted that if the Cty wanted to
di scuss recommendations for changes to the City’s wreless
ordi nance, the topic can be referred to the Legislative
Committee for their review and consideration. He stated that
generally, there are certain strategic considerations to be
di scussed if there were any contenpl ated changes in response to
M. Roger’s ask which could be discussed in Executive Session

However, from a legal perspective, the cost to enforce and
litigate M. Roger’s ask would be a significant drain on public
resour ces.

Ms. Means asked how nmuch authority the Gty has over small cell
ant ennas.

M. Chojnacki stated that the City’s code is as aggressive as
it can get w thout encroaching on federal and state |aw. | f
the Cty wants to take nobre aggressive action related to
| egislating small cell or 5G and enforce this |egislation, the
City will be likely encroaching federal and state |law and w ||
find itself in a lawsuit where it is unlikely to prevail.

M. Rogers stated that 5G is an inmnent public health threat
and if Verizon or another cell phone conpany installs a tower,
he has not other choice but to file a suit against the Gty.

M. Gau stated that the Commttee can speak to Council at the
next Regular Session and see if they want to enter into a
Legi slative Committee review.



ANY OTHER BUSI NESS

M. Gau asked about a tabletop exercise for the Energency
QOper ati ons Pl an.

Chief N ehus stated that a tabletop exercise is being
considered the first part of 2022.

ADJ OURN

Ms. Means nmoved and M. Grau seconded to adjourn. Upon voi ce
vote the notion passed unani nously.

The neeting adjourned at 5:45 PV

Attest:

AMY DAY
Clerk of Council





