REGULAR SESSI ON

Cct ober 14, 2021

The Council of the Cty of Chardon nmet in Regular Session
Thur sday, October 14, 2021 at 6:30 p.nm. in Council Chanbers of
t he Chardon Munici pal Center.

Dani el Mel eski, President of Council presiding.
The neeting opened with the pledge of allegiance and roll call.

Menmbers of Council present: Andrew Bl ackl ey, Deborah Chuha,
Chris Gau, Nancy MArthur, Heather Means, Daniel Ml eski,
Jeffrey Snock

Menbers of Council absent: none.

O hers Present: Cty Manager Randy Sharpe, Finance Director
Mate Rogonjic, Cerk of Council Any Day, Law Director Benjamn
Chojnacki, Police Chief Scott N ehus, Cty Engineer Doug
Courtney, Community Devel opnment Admnistrator Steve Yaney,
Public Service Director Paul Hornyak, Mchelle Urban, Jack
Urban, Bill Hess, Brian Doering, Rch WIllner, Annie WIIner,
Dean Dryk, David Allen, Sue Tontar, Mke Butt.

APPROVAL COF M NUTES

Septenber 9, 2021 Public Hearing

M. Snmock noted that the mnutes should reflect that M.
Bl ackl ey shoul d be marked as absent.

M. Blackley nmoved and Ms. Means seconded to approve the m nutes
of the Septenber 9, 2021 Public Hearing as anended.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Sept enber 9, 2021 Requl ar Sessi on

M. Snmock noted corrections to the list of Ohers Present.

M. Blackley nmoved and M. Gau seconded to approve the mnutes
of the Septenber 9, 2021 Regul ar Session as anended.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

MANAGER S REPORT

M. Sharpe reported on the status of hirings in the Public
Service and Pol i ce Departnents.

M. Sharpe reported that the annual Residential Curbside Trash
Coll ection Program was held on Saturday, Septenber 25, 2021.
Twenty | oads of trash were collected totaling 105.27 tons.

M. Sharpe reported that the restroons at the Park Avenue
trail head are open during limted hours due to vandalism The
situation is being nonitored and additional neasures wll be
considered if the situation worsens.

M . Sharpe provided an update on capital projects.
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Chief Niehus reported on the drug takeback program sponsored by
the Drug Enforcenent Agency.

M. Sharpe reported that questions have arisen regarding
interactions anongst the general public, and he asked the Law
Director to address what is permssible in public spaces wth
regards to how people interact with one another.

Law Director, Ben Chojnacki, stated that he has been working
wth staff to address conplaints regardi ng how individuals have

been wusing public spaces. He noted that the City staff
under stands the concerns that have been expressed and enpat hi zes
with the challenges that people are dealing wth. He stated

that staff is doing its best to make sure that the conplaints
the City receives are being handl ed in accordance wi th governing
| aw. In nost instances, the governing law is the US.
Consti tution. This means that expressive conduct, panhandling,
and speech are protected constitutional activities. The
prohibitions are limted to obscenity, direct threats and calls
for immediate acts of violence. M. Chojnacki stated that if
the City were to prohibit sonmeone who is expressing thensel ves
in a public space, the Cty would find thenselves acting
contrary to someone’s constitutional rights. Therefore, the
Cty is taking a strategic and legal approach to addressing
conplaints as they cone up.

M. Gau asked for advice to offer the general public when they
engage with individuals that have expressive conduct.

M. Chojnacki stated that when individuals have a concern for
their safety or their property, they should contact the Police
Depart nent .

Di scussion occurred regardi ng what is considered obscenity.

Mayor Mel eski asked about individuals in the public right-of-way
who obstruct a driver’s view.

M. Chojnacki stated that if an action is presenting a risk to
those traveling on a sidewalk or street, then there is likely a
prohi bition that has been vi ol at ed.

Di scussion occurred regarding panhandling and the fact that it
i s perm ssible.

PLANNI NG COW SSI ON REPORT

M. Blackley reported that Planning Comm ssion nmet in Regular
Session and granted architectural review approval of the
exterior renovation of Chardon Tavern.

Community Devel opnent Administrator, Steve Yaney, gave the
Econom c Devel opnent report that highlighted business openings
and renovations during the 374 quarter of 2021.

COUNCI L COW TTEE REPCORTS
Service Conmittee

M. Blackley reported that the Commttee net and discussed an
order from the Common Pleas Court directing the Geauga County
Adm ni stration to change the traffic pattern in the alley behind
Main Street to one-way. Those in attendance at the Service
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Comm ttee neeting spoke against the change in traffic pattern of
the alley, and there was no representation fromthe Common Pl eas
Court to provide additional information about their request.
After discussion, the Conmttee did not nake a recommendation to
change the traffic pattern, and he suggested keeping clear I|ines
of comuni cation between the Cty, Court and County to work
t hrough this issue.

Di scussion occurred regarding recently installed signs in the
al | ey.

M. Blackley reported that the Conmittee discussed projects from
t he 2022-2026 Capital Inprovenent Plan and di scussed the vehicle
charging station project that wll be ready for use in the near
future.

Wat er/ Sewer Conmittee

M. Snock reported that the Commttee net and di scussed projects
from the 2022-2026 Capital |Inmprovenent Plan and received an
update on situations involving possible sanitary sewer discharge
into the storm sewer.

HEARI NG OF PERSONS BEFORE COUNCI L
Those Persons on the Agenda

Urban Forester, David Allen, addressed Council and reported on
the activities he perfornms as Urban Forester and reviewed the
status of tree planting, maintenance and renoval of shade trees
inthe Cty.

Di scussion occurred regardi ng the shade tree budget.

CGeneral discussion occurred regarding tree plantings, projects
and vol unt eers.

M chelle Urban, Chardon Integrated WlIlness Center, addressed
Council and spoke about her experience at the Heritage House
while hosting a business event, which was disrupted by
i ndi vi dual s outside of the Heritage House. She stated that the
residents and businesses of the comunity continue to be
harassed by these individuals and asked what can be done to stop
this from happeni ng.

M. Chojnacki stated he understands the desire to contenplate
what additional laws the Cty could enact; however, he believes
the Cty has the laws to curb sone of the activity. If the
conduct being engaged in, is likely to incite inmmnent violent
action, that is a violation of the City’s disorderly conduct
| aw. Regarding how to Iimt activity around the Heritage House
is nore challenging because it sits on the public square which

is the nost constitutionally protected area in the Cty. He
added that Cty Council has the authority to inpose content
neutral, tine, place and manner restrictions on how people

exercise their first anmendnent rights, and staff and Council
have been discussing greater tinme, place and manner restrictions
in the future.

Di scussion occurred regarding options to expand the Heritage
House area during private rentals.

Menmbers of Council and staff expressed to the general public
that they are working to alleviate the situation



Council asked the City Manager to review the Heritage House
policies and look at a way to identify a perineter that wl
indicate a private event in the Heritage House.

M. Chojnacki stated that the Cty Mnager is already |ooking
into alternatives and asked how Council wuld like this
i nformation reported back to them

Mayor Meleski asked that the City Mnager to review event
perinmeters and report back to Council in a nonth.

Ms. Urban stated that she would like a refund for her use of the
Heritage House on Septenber 18, 2021.

M. Sharpe stated that he did not authorize a refund to M.
Urban because the City’s facility perfornmed as it was supposed
to, and the fact that outside individuals were disruptive during
her rental was beyond the City’s control.

Menbers of Council spoke in support of refunding M. Urban
because of her poor experience during her rental of the Heritage
House.

Ms. Means noved and M. Snock seconded to authorize a refund to
M chelle Urban for her Heritage House rental on Septenber 18,
2021. Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

CENERAL PUBLI C

M ke Butt, representing the Chardon Square Association,
addressed Council to offer the gift of a nmessage board kiosk for
106 Water Street near the car electric charging station.

M. Blackley noved and M. Gau seconded to accept the nessage
board ki osk from the Chardon Square Association. Upon roll cal
vote the notion passed unani nously.

M. Butt reported that a new free food pantry was donated by
Zach Kalis, which was installed at Mel Harder Park.

Ms. Means, representing the Chardon Square Association, asked
permssion to install (4) 5-6 feet tall nutcrackers to |ight
poles in the Square during the Christmas holiday season.

Mayor Meleski asked M. Butt if he has any concerns wth
installing the nutcrackers to the |ight poles.

M. Butt stated that he is confortable finding another nmeans to
install the nutcrackers besides using the |ight poles.

Ms. MArthur nmoved and M. Gau seconded to authorize the
installation of nutcrackers on the Square for the Christnmas
hol i day season

Results of the roll call vote:
Bl ackl ey: Yes

Chuha: Yes
G au: Yes
McArt hur: Yes
Means: Abst ai n
Mel eski: Yes
Snock: Yes

Mot i on passed.

OLD BUSI NESS - none.



NEW BUSI NESS

Regardi ng establishing group rates for A kido Program Park and
Recreation Director, Adam Rogers, reported that Counci
aut horization is being requested since they nust approve any
recreation program fees greater than $250.

The new Ai ki do cl asses are proposed with group rates include:

e Assault Prevention for Wrnen - $375 for 4-6 famly or
friends group rate
e Survivor’s Self-Defense for Wnen - $525 total for 4-6

famly or friends group rate.

Ms. MArthur noved and Ms. Means seconded to approve the Aikido
group rates as presented by the Recreation D rector.

M. Snock inquired about the Cty’s share of the registration
f ee.

M. Rogers stated that the Gty wll receive 30% of the
registration fee for any participants signed up through the
Cty.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

M. Rogers explained that uniform availability has necessitated
the need to increase the boys travel basketball program fee,
which is already above $250. He stated that increasing the fee
by $50 shoul d cover the new uniformcost.

Ms. Means noved and Ms. MArthur seconded to increase the boys
travel basketball program fee up to $50 per person. Upon rol
call vote the notion passed unani nously.

M. Sharpe asked if Council was interested in considering
changing the policy that requires Counci l appr oval for
recreation program fees above $250.

Counci | nenbers spoke in support of staff |ooking into options
to nodify the process of approving park and recreational program
f ees.

Regardi ng adoption of 2022-2026 Capital | mprovenrent Pl an,
Finance Director, Mate Rogonjic, stated that $23.9 mllion is
pl anned to be spent over the next 5 years on infrastructure,
facility inprovenents, vehicles and equipnent. He noted that
approximately one-half of the costs are tied to grant and | oan
f undi ng.

M. Rogonjic reviewed key changes to the plan from the prior
year including new projects that were added to the plan.

M. Snmock noved and M. Bl ackley seconded to adopt the 2022-2026
Capital Plan. Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

M. Sharpe thanked staff for their efforts in developing the
Plan. He noted that 60% of the projects in the Plan are tied to
grants and other funding sources, and staff nenbers are relied
upon to wite and submt the applications for grant funding.

Menbers of Council thanked staff for their efforts in preparing
the Capital |nprovenent Plan.

A Special Session was set for Novenber 18, 2021 to discuss the
2022 Pre-Budget.



LEG SLATI ON

Regar di ng AN ORDI NANCE DECLARI NG 100% OF | MPROVEMENTS TO CERTAI N
PARCELS OF REAL PROPERTY TO BE A PUBLI C PURPOSE, DESCRI BI NG THE
PUBLI C | NFRASTRUCTURE | MPROVEMENTS TO BE MADE TO BENEFI T THOSE
PARCELS, REQU RING THE OMERS OF THE | MPROVEMENTS THEREON TO
MAKE SERVI CE PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES, ESTABLISH NG A REDWOOD
CHARDON MUNI CI PAL PUBLI C | MPROVEMENT TAX | NCREMENT EQUI VALENT
FUND FOR THE DEPCSIT OF SUCH SERVICE PAYMENTS AND RELATED
MATTERS, M. Chojnacki stated that the Cty has a statutory
obligation to negotiate wth the County with respect to how the
County would be conpensated, and it is requested that Council
table the legislation so that negotiations can be conpleted
prior to enactnent.

M. Bl ackley noved and M. Grau seconded to table the
| egislation. Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

M. Bl ackley noved and Ms. MArthur seconded to nove item 11 E
to item 11 B. Upon roll call vote the notion passed
unani nousl y.

ORDI NANCE NO. 3178

AN ORDI NANCE AUTHORIZING THE CTY NMANAGER TO ENTER [INTO A
LI CENSE AGREEMENT W TH CHARDON TAVERN & GRILL TO ALLOW CERTAIN
ENCROACHMVENTS INTO THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY was read for the
first tine by title only.

Ms. Means noved and Ms. Chuha seconded the rules be suspended
and the Ordinance be read for the second and third tine by title
only. Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Ordi nance No. 3178 was then read for the second and third time
by title only.

M. Gau noved and M. Means seconded for the adoption of
O di nance No. 3178.

M. Chojnacki stated that Chardon Tavern & Gill received
Pl anni ng Comm ssion approval for a 1.5 feet encroachnent into
the public right-of-way. The legislation authorizes a |icense
agreement which wll allow for the encroachnents to be
permtted.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

ORDI NANCE NO. 3179

AN ORDI NANCE AUTHORIZING THE CTY MANAGER TO ENTER [INTO A
CONTRACT/ AGREEMENT W TH CIGNA BEG NNING JANUARY 1, 2022 AND
DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY was read for the first tine by title
only.

Ms. MArthur nmoved and Ms. Chuha seconded the rules be
suspended and the Odinance be read for the second and third
time by title only. Upon roll <call vote the notion passed
unani nousl y.

Ordi nance No. 3179 was then read for the second and third time
by title only.

M. Gau nmoved and M. Means seconded for the adoption of
O di nance No. 3179.

Jim Dustin, Mnaging Director at NFP, joined the neeting via
Zoom He explained that NFP was able to negotiate a 2% renewal
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rate with GCgna for nedical insurance, wth no change in
benefits. He added that there was no increase in the dental and
vision rates due to the Cty taking advantage of GQuardian’s
Pandem ¢ Support Program and the renewal rate for Ilife
i nsurance was negotiated froman initial renewal increase of 21%
to a 7.1% i ncrease.

Ms. MArthur asked M. Dustin if the Cty’s policy to provide a
stipend to enpl oyees who opt-out of receiving insurance through
the Gty, is a standard practice.

M. Dustin stated that it is a conmon practice anongst
muni ci palities.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

ORDI NANCE NO. 3180

AN ORDI NANCE AUTHORI ZING THE CTY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A
CONTRACT/ AGREEMENT W TH GUARDIAN FOR GROUP LIFE | NSURANCE
BEG NNI NG JANUARY 1, 2022 AND DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY was read
for the first time by title only.

Ms. MArthur nmoved and Ms. Chuha seconded the rules be
suspended and the Odinance be read for the second and third
time by title only. Upon roll call vote the notion passed
unani nousl vy.

Ordi nance No. 3180 was then read for the second and third time
by title only.

Ms. MArthur noved and Ms. Means seconded for the adoption of
Or di nance No. 3180.

M. Rogonjic stated that the legislation reflects the increase
in the life insurance premum as reviewed by M. Dustin, and
gives the Cty Manager the authority to sign the agreenent for
life insurance at the new prem um

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

ORDI NANCE NO. 3181

AN ORDI NANCE ESTABLI SHI NG A NMAXI MUM AMOUNT PAYABLE FOR MEDI CAL
AND DENTAL | NSURANCE FOR EMPLOYEES OF THE CTY OF CHARDON
BEG NNI NG JANUARY 1, 2022 was read for the first tinme by title
only.

Ms. MArthur noved and M. Means seconded the rules be
suspended and the Odinance be read for the second and third
time by title only. Upon roll <call vote the notion passed
unani nousl y.

O di nance No. 3181 was then read for the second and third time
by title only.

M. Snmock nmoved and Ms. Chuha seconded for the adoption of
O di nance No. 3181.

M. Rogonjic stated that the legislation reflects both the Cty
and enpl oyee contributions for insurance premnm ums. Based on
negotiations with the unions, the Cty enployee contribution is
changing from 11%to 11.5%

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.



ORDI NANCE NO. 3182

AN ORDI NANCE AUTHORIZING THE CTY MANAGER TO ENTER |INTO AN
AMENDED EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT FOR THE SERVICES OF BENJAMN G
CHQINACKI AS LAW DI RECTOR AND DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY was read
for the first time by title only.

Ms. MArthur noved and M. Blackley seconded the rules be
suspended and the Ordinance be read for the second and third
time by title only. Upon roll <call vote the notion passed
unani nousl y.

Ordi nance No. 3182 was then read for the second and third time
by title only.

M. Snock noved and M. Gau seconded for the adoption of
O di nance No. 3182.

M. Sharpe stated that the legislation gives him the authority
to enter into an amended contract with M. Chojnacki which
reflects a 4% pay increase that was approved by Council in
Sept enber .

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

ORDI NANCE NO. 3183

AN ORDI NANCE ENACTI NG THE SEPTEMBER 2021 REPLACEMENT PAGES TO
THE CODI FI ED ORDI NANCES OF THE CI TY OF CHARDON AND DECLARI NG AN
EMERGENCY was read for the first tine by title only.

M. Snock noved and M. Gau seconded the rules be suspended and
the Ordinance be read for the second and third tine by title
only. Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

O di nance No. 3183 was then read for the second and third tine
by title only.

M. Gau noved and Ms. Chuha seconded for the adoption of
O di nance No. 3183.

Ms. Day stated that Walter Drane provides supplenents to the
City’s codified ordinances bi-annually that reflect ordinances
passed by Council over the last six nonths as well as changes to
the state’s traffic and crimnal code. By Council adopting this
ordi nance, all paper codified ordinance books w Il be updated
with the new pages along with the Gty’s website.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 19-21

A RESOLUTION AUTHORI ZING AND DIRECTING THE CTY MANAGER TO
PREPARE AND SUBM T AN APPLI CATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE COH O
PUBLI C WORKS COWM SSI ON STATE CAPI TAL | MPROVEMENT AND/ OR LOCAL
TRANSPORTATI ON | MPROVEMENT PROGRAM'S) AND TO EXECUTE CONTRACTS
AS REQUI RED, AND DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY was read for the first
time by title only.

Ms. MArthur noved and M. Means seconded the rules be
suspended and the Resolution be read for the second and third
time by title only. Upon roll call vote the notion passed
unani nousl y.

Resol ution No. 19-21 was then read for the second and third tine
by title only.



M. Gau nmoved and M. Means seconded for the adoption of
Resol uti on No. 19-21.

M. Sharpe stated that the legislation gives him the authority
to nove forward with the application for funding for the Seventh
Avenue | nprovenent Project though OPWC

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

REVI EW OF EXPENDI TURES

Ms. MArthur reported that expenditures were in order.

EXECUTI VE SESSI ON

Ms. Means nmoved and M. Gau seconded to adjourn to Executive
Session at 9:30 p.m for conferences wth an attorney for the
public body concerning disputes involving the public body that
are the subject of pending or emnent court action and invite
Ben Chojnacki, Randy Sharpe, Mate Rogonjic, and Any Day, into
t he session.

Upon roll call vote the notion passed unani nously.

Di scussion occurred regarding conferences with an attorney for
the public body concerning disputes involving the public body
that are the subject of pending or em nent court action.

Meeting reconvened at 9:46 p.m

ANY OTHER BUSI NESS TO COVE BEFORE COUNCI L

Ms. Means reported that Safety Commttee nenbers attended a
recent swearing-in of Fire Departnent personnel.

Council nenbers discussed their interest in attending the
swearing-in of safety forces.

ADJ OURN

Ms. Means noved and M. Gau seconded to adjourn. Upon voi ce
vote the notion passed unani nously.

The neeting adjourned at 9:49 p.m

Attest: DANI EL MELESKI, WMayor
Pr esi dent of Council

AMY DAY
G erk of Council





